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9/11 Families Win Default Judgment Against Iran 

By Bryan Koenig 

Law360, New York (July 30, 2015, 2:39 PM ET) -- Families of 9/11 terrorist attack victims scored a 
symbolic victory in multidistrict litigation over the attacks Wednesday with a default judgment in New 
York federal court against Iran after the Islamic republic failed to respond to allegations that it 
sponsored al-Qaida. 
 
U.S. District Court Clerk Ruby Krajick noted that Iran was first served through the U.S. Department of 
State in 2005 after the third amended complaint named the country as a defendant, with plaintiffs in 
the MDL alleging it conspired with and materially supported al-Qaida for more than 10 years before the 
attacks. 
 
“I further certify that the docket entries indicate that Iran did not file an answer or otherwise move with 
respect to the third amended complaint. The default of Iran is hereby noted,” Krajick said. 
 
Default judgment went specifically to the estate of John P. O'Neill Sr. against not just the Islamic 
Republic of Iran but supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Hoseini-Khamenei as well as the country's 
Revolutionary Guard Corps and its Ministry of Intelligence and Security and senior leaders. The complex 
and long-running wrongful death and personal injury MDL was launched in December 2003 against 
dozens of defendants, including banks and foreign nationals. 
 
Other plaintiffs in the MDL have made broader moves against Iran. 
 
Earlier this month, insurance companies and family members of victims requested that the New York 
federal court extend U.S. District Judge George B. Daniels’ December 2011 liability finding against the 
Islamic republic and others to every case in the MDL. 
 
Andrew J. Maloney of plaintiffs firm Kreindler & Kreindler LLP told Law360 in 2012 that the $6 billion in 
damages that a magistrate judge found Iran, Hezbollah, the Taliban and al-Qaida owed to the 9/11 
victims was “largely symbolic,” but that Iran would eventually have to pay if it sought to rejoin the 
international community. 
 
Jerry S. Goldman of Anderson Kill PC, who represents the O'Neil estate, said Thursday that the plaintiffs' 
attorneys in the case have every intention of collecting on behelf of their clients.  
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"The world is getting smaller and smaller," Goldman told Law360. "We'll use the processes of law... that 
allow you to collect on judgments just as in any other case." 
 
An attorney for the broader MDL, James P. Kreindler of the Kreindler firm, on Thursday called the 
default judgment a largely procedural move. 
 
Iran does not maintain an embassy in the U.S., and a call and email to Iran’s interest section at the 
Embassy of Pakistan were not answered Thursday. 
 
Counsel information for Iran was unavailable Friday. 
 
The O'Neill plaintiffs are represented by Jerry S. Goldman with Anderson Kill PC. 
 
The plaintiffs’ executive committees are represented by Jodi Westbrook Flowers of Motley Rice LLC, 
James P. Kreindler and Andrew J. Maloney III of Kreindler & Kreindler LLP, Paul J. Hanly Jr. of Hanly 
Conroy Bierstein Sheridan Fisher & Hayes LLP, and Elliot R. Feldman, Sean Carter and J. Scott Tarbutton 
of Cozen O’Connor. 
 
The case is In re: Terrorist Attacks on September 11, 2001, case number 1:03-md-01570, in U.S. District 
Court for the Southern District of New York. 
 
--Additional reporting by Jacob Fischler. Editing by John Quinn.  
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